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From the pastor:

This job has its surreal moments. Take the fact that we had two women living in our church breezeway for much of September.
We don’t usually allow that because of the drug paraphernalia and liquor bottles we’ve found in the past. But we feared for these women’s safety and so chose to look the other way. Their sleeping bags and duffle bags multiplied until we were scarcely able to exit the building. 

I learned they had a Section 8 voucher but didn’t have the money to pay for the apartment’s security deposit or power company deposit. We helped them to get aid from newly released stimulus money for the former, and a church for the latter. 
That’s how I ended up on our breezeway steps, talking to these young women as if I were in their living room, explaining how I’d pick them up for an appointment downtown. 
Surreal, indeed.

So many times, we don’t have a map for what we do. I like to say we’re small enough to break our own rules when we have to. That frustrates some people.

But for others, it may keep them safe long enough for the bureaucratic wheels to turn into something more permanent.

* * * * * * *
Is your church looking for a way to get involved in innovative mission work? Buncombe Street UMC’s Women at the Well turned their annual autumn dinner into a fundraising dinner and art show to benefit Triune. They sold art work, calendars and note cards created in our Art Room and a special Mercy Blend of coffee packaged by Liquid Highway. Our Art Room director Karen Lucci painted a canvas, and appeared in a video created by Gaines Huguley. At the end of the evening, the women had raised over $2,200 for us. 

          It would be an easy model to replicate for any church or civic organization. If you are interested, call me at 233-3402 or Karen Lucci at 268-5467. (To learn more about the Art Room, see www.artatriune.blogspot.com)
                                * * * * * *

Meanwhile, Triune will host its own Art of the Homeless Exhibition and Sale 6:30-9 PM November 12. Join us in the Triune dining hall for coffee and dessert and a display of folk art, nature scenes, carvings and yard art. Some of the artists will be on hand to discuss their work.

Blessings,
Deb Richardson-Moore

September at Triune:

Worship and Bible Studies (Average Attendance): 
Sun AM …129                             Sun PM … 40 
Tues PM …45 
Meals and Assistance Programs:

Hot meals ……..…1,459           Hygiene bags……150 
Groceries…………. 231            Laundry loads……105  
Clothing recipients..375            Blankets ………..…10 
Average Narcotics Anonymous meeting attendance…22   

People admitted to drug rehabilitation ……… 12
Volunteer hours ………………………………..651  
Some exciting worship opportunities at Triune Chapel:  

October 4, 11 AM – Local blues legend Julius Cobb will sing, along with dynamo Jerri Gray. Deb will preach on ‘Searching for you.’ 
6 PM – Jerry Hill will preach.  
October 11, 11 AM – The OLLI Consort, recorder players from Furman University’s lifelong learning institute, will provide music. Deb will preach on A priest who suffered.
6 PM – James McCluney of the Triune staff will preach.
October 18, 11 AM – Furman student Lindley Cone will sing. 
6 PM – Jerry Hill will preach.
October 25, 11 AM – The Son Rise Praise Band from Buncombe Street UMC will provide music.
6 PM – Jerry Hill will preach.

City Prayer – Each Wednesday at noon.

Our wish list:

Men’s underwear, S-M-L            Men’s jeans, waist 29-48   
Men’s shoes and work boots      Stretched canvas

Plus-size men’s clothing             Razors

Large-print Bibles                       Sewing machine

Suitcases                                   

Methodist hymnals, 1989 copyright

New men’s white T-shirts, sixes L, XL, XXL, XXXL  
Knitting needles and crochet hooks                               
Children’s socks, underwear and toothbrushes           

Volunteer opportunities:

Electrician to install hall lights and dropped ceiling in our second-floor offices. Please contact Lynn Tompkins at 350-3831.

Monday morning receptionist to answer phones and write letters. Call Renee at 233-8020, ext. 14.
(Please continue to next page)

Serving in October:                   

Buncombe Street UMC                       John Knox Presbyterian

First Baptist Church of Mauldin           Mauldin UMC
Food for Life Ministries                        North Main Friends
Fourth Presbyterian                             Prince of Peace Catholic

Grace Covenant Presbyterian             Reedy Fork Baptist
Special thanks to:
The Fred Collins Foundation for a $20,000 gift.
Greenville High School for naming Triune a Spirit Week recipient.
The Action Class and Choir of Mauldin UMC and Publix for 15 cases of canned goods.

First Baptist Church of Mauldin Choir and music minister Pruette Plemens for providing music for an 11 AM worship service.

Monetary gifts:
In memory of Bob Cook – Susan Kutzmer

In honor of Pat Bennett – St. Matthew United Methodist    Women

In honor of Cathy Cochran – Louise Holcombe

In honor of Elaine Nocks – David and Karen Bost

Aldersgate UMC

Robbie Boman

Women at the Well of Buncombe Street UMC 
Jim and Sandra Cain

Christ Episcopal Church

Lannie & Margaret Clayton

Kathleen Cull

Sallie Eskew

First Baptist Church of Greenville Kindergarten

Kristine Gilmer

Gleaners class of Covenant UMC

David & Jina Harris

James & Carolyn Hiers

Holland Park Church

Nancy Ledford

John and Carolyn Lucas

Jake & Lauren Lunsford

Mauldin UMC

Northside UMC – United Methodist Women

Royston Baptist Church

St. Matthew UMC

Hans Wiegert

Wiley C. Wimberly

Plus, thanks to all our faithful worshippers!

And thanks to:  Amanda Benci, Johnny Breazeale, Pam Bruce,  Darrell Corder, Jean Greer, David and Jina Harris,Timmy & Khadiya Henry, Connie Lacquement, Owen McFadden, Brenda Moorer, Steve Olson,   Debbie Streetman, Kiara Tucker, Amy Verbosky, Sue Waddell and Gleaners class of Covenant UMC for groceries, clothes, drums and other gifts. 
