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From the pastor:

         In February, I got the chance to see the marvelous musical “Wicked” at the Peace Center. I was expecting great singing, great sets and great costumes. What I wasn’t expecting was such a great story.

           Based on Gregory Maguire’s 1995 novel, “Wicked: The Life and Times of the Wicked Witch of the West,” the musical explores good and evil, and how they can look very different when we gain an understanding of what lies behind them.


Elphaba, you see, was born green due to an evil act committed on the night of her conception. Her father could hardly stand to look at her. And because she looked unlike the other children of Oz, she endured the abuse of the outcast.


I’ll be preaching this Sunday about all the ways we can be born green. There may be violence in the home, or addicted parents, or poverty. There may be emotional, physical or sexual abuse. There may be mental illness or a physical disability. 


And when we grow up, that greenness can begin to look like something else entirely. Something that doesn’t fit well into our social structure, something that can look … wicked.


At Triune, we see the grown-up versions of those born green. We try to apply love, encouragement, counseling and  physical relief. We try to offer a place of safety, warmth and nurture.


And we talk about the saving grace of our Lord Jesus Christ who first chose us, whether we were born green or born golden. 

                                * * * * * * *
             It’s almost time for Musical Extravaganza: In Harmony, Against Poverty. A joint production of United Ministries, GAIHN and Triune, the gospel music concert will be held at 3 PM March 21 at Pendleton Street Baptist Church. 


You’ll hear Kyle Matthews, the USC Upstate Gospel Choir, Larry McCullough & Chosen Generation, and North Greenville University’s Joyful Sound. You’ll see the Bethel Full Gospel Baptist Church Praise Dancers. (And who knows? You may even find a Triune Gospel Trio on the front steps, singing a greeting as you enter.) Afterwards, you can enjoy a scrumptious array of desserts and coffee. Admission is free, and we will take a love offering.
We hope all our partner churches are collecting quarters in anticipation of the event. We are trying to garner 50,000 to visually represent the 50,000 citizens of our county who live in poverty. You may deliver your quarters to United Ministries before the concert, or call Tracy Starkes at 232-6463,ext. 2300, to arrange a pickup.

Please join us for this wonderful event that will showcase the close partnership among three of Greenville’s faith-based homeless service providers. 

Blessings,

Deb Richardson-Moore

February  at Triune:

Worship and Bible Studies (Average Attendance): 
Sun AM …. 144                          Sun PM…. 45 
Tues PM …. 65    
Meals and Assistance Programs:

Hot meals …….1,338           Clothing recipients...288   
Groceries………..228           Laundry loads……….54     
People admitted to drug rehabilitation…….7
Volunteer hours ……………………………960 
Some exciting worship opportunities at Triune Chapel:  

We now have adult Sunday school at 10 AM, and a  nursery/children’s Sunday school available during 11 AM worship for children up to age 10.
March 7, 11 AM – Our own Percy Croft and Percy Burdine will sing at this communion service. Deb will preach on “Born green.” 
6 PM –Chandler Black, leader of Celebrate Recovery at Welcome Baptist Church, will speak.

March 14, 11 AM – Percy Croft and Ira Kinard will sing. Deb will preach on Philippians 4. 
6 PM – Trevor Barton, a member of First Baptist Greenville and a former missionary to Africa, will speak. 
March 21, 11 AM – Our Triune trio will perform for us before their afternoon concert at Pendleton Street.

6 PM – Rev. Jerry Hill, outreach minister at Buncombe Street UMC, will speak. 
March 28, 11 AM – Furman student Lindley Cone will sing. 
6 PM – Triune prayer warrior Robbie Boman, a member of Buncombe Street UMC, will speak.  
March 31, 6 PM -- Walk to the Cross. We will be participating in this ecumenical Holy Week walk that starts on the steps of Buncombe Street UMC, meanders to several downtown churches and ends in Triune Chapel. It’s a wonderful way to contemplate Jesus’ final walk to Calvary.

City Prayer – Each Wednesday at noon.

Serving in March:                   
Buncombe Street UMC                North Main Friends
First Baptist of Mauldin                Piedmont Park UMC 
Food for Life Ministries                Prince of Peace Catholic         

Grace Covenant Presbyterian     St. Giles Presbyterian
Holland Park Church                   Welcome Baptist
 (please continue to next page)

Wish list:

Microphone and stand               
Walking canes                            Wheelchair

Trumpet                                      Adult walker

Guitars                                        Men’s work boots

Cribs                                           Playpen 
Infant swings                              Stretched canvas
Changing table                           Rocking chairs

Diaper pail                                  Jeans
Miter box with saw                      Joining corner vise

Wire cutters                                 Picture hanging wire 

Small eye screws                        Stamp pads

Black Sharpie markers                Watercolor crayons

Matt gel medium                         Label maker

Special thanks to: 
Pisgah UMC, Aldersgate UMC and St. Mary Magdalene Catholic Church for generous Souper Bowl donations.

Christian Believers Women’s Bible Study of Christ Episcopal Church for a box of new study Bibles.

Hugh Lee and Lynn Tompkins for electrical and handyman work. 
Monetary gifts:
In memory of Evelyn Hayes – Darrell and Sandra Corder
In memory of Anne Worrell Simmons – Shirley Sarlin
In memory of Lawrence W. Yeargin Jr., Dorothy Thomason, Harry L. Baumgardner and Anne Worrell Simmons – Buck and Betty Chiles

In honor of Rich King and Stephen Rieck – Clarence and Harriett Bauknight
In honor of John and Helen Roberts, Jim Hayes and Carolyn Dennis – Darrell and Sandra Corder
Aldersgate UMC

Anonymous

Apphia class of First Baptist Greenville 
Mayme Baker Inc.

Marshall and Nita Bearden

Robbie and Harold Boman

Jim and Sandra Cain

N.Q. and Joyce Cline

Billy Daniels

Clifton Dyer
James Freeman
Gleaners class of Covenant UMC

John Grady

Margaret Heatherly

James and Carolyn Hiers

Holland Park Church

Mr. and Mrs. Hurdle Lea Jr.

John and Carolyn Lucas

Jane and Johannes Lukker

Jake and Lauren Lunsford

Stephen Middleton

Paul and Conni Neerhof
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Richards

Randy Shamburger

Hans Wiegert

And thanks to all our faithful worshippers!

Thanks to:

Augusta Road UMC, Boys’ Home of the South, Pam Bruce, Central Community Ministries, Ryan Fernandes, Mary Houston Gaston, David Hanna, Denise Henderson, Hank Hyatt, Cheryl Kozmic, Jane and Frank McCrary, Susan McGill, Vince Perganello, Gwen Seagaves, Sharon UMC, Jill Spence, Tetra Data, Teresa and Robert Wiegert for donations of food, coats, umbrellas, clothes and other items. 

Thanks, too, to all the folks who donated in our name to S.O.S. Thrift Store this month. Our credit there will allow our housing residents to shop for furniture.

