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From the pastor:

I met Ken on the sidewalk after morning worship yesterday, a tall, tanned man in jeans and T-shirt, wearing glasses and a ready smile. He had just arrived from California with 20 cents in his pocket and a dilemma: He had been headed to South Carolina to stay with his daughter, but had lost her phone number around Albuquerque. 
I asked about an email address, but he didn’t have that either. He mentioned that his daughter was on Facebook, so he and I got on my computer and entered her name. Sure enough, her page popped up. When Ken saw the picture of his lovely daughter Jess, he cried. We wrote her a note, asking her to call the church.  

Meanwhile, we tried to help him get into a shelter for the night, but couldn’t find a bed. So we gave him two hot meals, then two blankets to bed down for the night outside.

When I arrived at church early this morning, Ken was waiting for me. We got him a cup of coffee, then came to my office where my phone’s red message light was glowing. 

When he heard Jess’s excited voice, he teared up again. We called her at home in Rock Hill, and she wrote down the directions to come immediately and pick up her dad.

I offered to get Ken some breakfast and settle him into our outer office while he waited. But he refused. “Don’t you have some work I can do?” he offered.

As I write this, he’s working outside my office window, pulling stubborn crabgrass from our rose bed. 

Heaven knows not all the problems we see are solved this easily, this happily. When they are, it is because you give generously enough to keep our doors open.  
But I’ll be honest. Our donations are down this summer. 

             If there’s any way you can contribute, we will do our best to help the next Ken when he comes along.


We have just added the option of donating online via our new website, www.triunemercy.org. Click “Donate,” and it will walk you right through.

  “I hear a lot of people talk about being Christians but I don’t see it acted on very often,” Ken said as he returned our blankets and climbed into Jess’ PT Cruiser, two small grandsons hugging his leg. “I saw it today.”

                    * * * * * *
For years we’ve been trying to open a computer room with the vague notion of helping people gain employment skills. But we kept getting bogged down with creaky computers, bulky monitors, and a dark and depressing room with a single naked light bulb.

Enter Clemson University’s MBA students: This semester Ryan Fernandes, Caroline Sieger, Derek Johnson and their colleagues decided we were going to have a computer room, once and for all.

They brought in Ikea lighting, rolling chairs from Clemson and a rug from a parent’s house. A volunteer re-finished a desk, and another re-wired the room. The students set up working computers with donated flat-screen monitors, then loaded them with literacy and keyboarding software.

Next we thought we’d use employment – resume writing, online applications – to lure people in. We needn’t have worried. People have flocked to the classes in the cheery new room. So far 15 are enrolled and becoming more comfortable with everything from handling a mouse to Excel, under the watchful eye of volunteer Anita Burton. 
“Many of them have tried learning somewhere else and were left on their own,” said our employment specialist Pat Parker. “We have one instructor to every two students. It’s just magic.”

And here’s the bonus: Ryan and Caroline are getting married this Christmas. Instead of wedding gifts, they’re requesting that guests donate to Triune.

                                 * * * * * * * *

Our traveling art show has moved to downtown’s Overlook Grill for the month of June. 
Please drop by and take a look. 
                            * * * * * * 

Volunteer Opportunities:

We’ve had three churches step forward to offer a bus ministry for Triune attendees on Sunday mornings, and a fourth is considering it. If we can get just one more commitment, we will launch a pick-up service that will loop from I-85/Augusta Road to United Ministries to Cherrydale to Triune for Sunday school, worship and lunch. The total time commitment will be approximately 9 AM to 1 PM once a month.

 
Missions committees, please pray to see if this is an opportunity your church would consider. Call Deb at 233-3402.

Blessings,

Deb Richardson-Moore
May at Triune:

Worship and Bible Studies (Average Attendance): 
Sun AM …..124                     Sun PM….37   
Tues PM …. 54  
Meals and Assistance Programs:

Hot meals ……1,460          Adult clothing recipients... 292  
Groceries……….197          Child clothing recipients…..64 
Laundry loads…..95   
People admitted to drug rehabilitation…….  8
Volunteer hours ……………………………976  
Back Yard Mission Days ………Furman University Poverty             Studies class 
Some exciting worship opportunities at Triune Chapel:  

June 13, 11 AM – The Overcomers of the Greenville Rescue Mission will provide the music and testimony at our morning worship. 
6 PM – Our board chairman, David Hanna, will speak.

June 20, 11 AM – The Voices of Triune will provide music.
6 PM – Rev. Jerry Hill will speak, and congregant Thomasina McNatt will give her testimony.  
 
June 27, 11 AM – The Voices of Triune will sing.

6 PM – Rev. Jerry Temple, senior minister at Buncombe Street UMC, will speak.
City Prayer – Each Wednesday at noon.

Serving in June:                   
Buncombe Street UMC                          Mauldin UMC 
First Baptist of Mauldin                         Prince of Peace Catholic
Food for Life Ministries                         Reedy Fork Baptist

Foothills Friends Fellowship                 St. Giles Presbyterian   
Grace Covenant Presbyterian              Welcome Baptist
Wish list:

Serger                                        Food pantry items
Deodorant                                  Men’s socks
Musical instruments                   New men’s underwear      
Don’t forget: You may donate clothes and household goods in our name to S.O.S. Thrift Store in the old Ethan Allen furniture building across from the back gate of Bob Jones University. Our credit there will allow our housing residents to shop for furniture.
Special thanks to: Greenville Women Giving for a $45,000 grant that will allow us to renovate our building entrance and create a reception area.

Piedmont Health Care Foundation for a $2,000 grant to assist with medical needs.
Margaret Lewis-Elbayoumi and Banana Republic at Haywood Mall for hosting our art show during May.

Earle Street Baptist for decorating and supplying our nursery during its Operation Inasmuch.
Agape Hands, a youth puppetry team from Spanish Fort UMC in Spanish Fort, Ala., for leading a worship service.
 Monetary gifts:
In memory of Hazel Trammell – Carolyn Monroe; Rush Trammell
In honor of Doris ‘Cousin Tuny’ Freeman – James V.  Freeman
Aldersgate UMC

Robbie & Harold Boman

Jim & Sandra Cain

Darrell & Sandra Corder

Renee Foster

Gleaners SS class – Covenant UMC

Margaret Heatherly

James & Carolyn Hiers

Holland Park Church

Shannon Gordon

John Grady

Kendrick SS class – First Baptist Church of Greenville

Mr. & Mrs. Hurdle H. Lea, Jr.

Richard & Annelle Locke

John & Carolyn Lucas

Jake & Lauren Lunsford

John & Thomasina McNatt

Stephen Middleton

Todd & June Milford

Pat Paschal

Piedmont Park UMC

Praise Cathedral Church of God

Mr. & Mrs. Jason Richards

St. Giles Presbyterian Church

Randy Shamburger

Mary Peace Sterling Foundation

Dr. & Mrs. Douglas Stokes

Scott Timpanelli

Vass Markets, Inc.

Dollie Walton

Hans Wiegert

Ann D. Wynn

Plus, thanks to all our faithful worshippers!

And thanks to: John Austin, Brenda Baity, Berea Elementary School, Michael J. Boyce, Anita Burton, Joe Ciavardini, Agnes Cooper, Estate of Margaret Craig, Ashley Douglas, Dinks DuPree, Faithful Hands Ministry, Priscilla Hagins, Anna Hewitt, Bessie Long, John Love, Louise B. Mabry, Mauldin UMC, Ministry Formation of Saint Francis Bon Secours Healthcare System, Carol Paul, Tamar Pundys, Radius Church, Kenneth Robinson, Joel Shaw, Dan & Betty Shearer, Jannett Smith, St. Giles Presbyterian Church, Newton Stall, George & Carol Tate, Mildred Taylor, Taylor’s Helping Hands, Gil Thomas, and Robert and Teresa Wiegert for donations of clothes, food, and other items.
